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( Original. ) 
A Letter to the Rev. €. H. Austin, 


Pastor of the Methodist Episc Church in Malone, 
f SednvonnM, Y. 

Dear Sir:—I was not a little surprised to meet 
in the public street, a professed minister of the 
holy religion of the cross, no less a personage 
than yourself; and then and there to be accosted 
in the manner I was. I must say it was so unex- 
pected that my nervous system (natrually rather 
excitable) was somewhat unstrung. Your first 
salutation in return to my bow was, ‘‘ If your 
doctrine is true, what is the use of preaching?” 
Now, my dear sir, had you been ignorant of the 
reasons why Universalists preach, and wished for 
information, would it not have been more in ac- 
cordance with Christian courtesy for you to have 
called at my house and conversed upon the sub- 
ject deliberately and in a friendly manner; or, at 
least, to have commenced the conversation in a 
respectable manner. You are evidently much 
alarmed at the rapid. progress Universalism is 
making in community, and especially to see the 
large and increasing coagregations that assemble 
in this place to hear the doctrine proclaimed. 
And this agitation of mind may accouat for your 
singular rules of etiquet. I endeavored to meet 
your inquiry on the spot, as far as my uncollected 
state of mind would permit, and now again reply 
to this old and hacknied question. And first, the 
reason why we preach the doctrine, if true,—is 
because it 1s true. This is one of the best rea- 
sons in the world; and is a sufficient warrant for 
preaching any doctrine of theology. And, that it 
is true, is evident from the fact that every doctrine 
it inculcates is worded in scripture language. It 


‘speaks of ‘‘the times of the restitution of all 


things which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets since the world began.” Acts 
iii, 21; that ‘‘ the creation itself shall be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God,” Rom. 
viii. 21; that ‘‘there shall be a resurrection of the 
dead both of the just and the unjust,” Acts xxiv. 
15; and that ‘‘they are equal unto the angels 
and are the children of God seine the children 
of the resurrection,” Luke xx. 34, 35, 36; ‘‘And 
if children then heirs; heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ,” Rom, viii. 17. [To prove the 
endless misery of the wicked you must prove they 
will not be raised and that would prove annihila- 
tion]. That ‘‘the Father hath loved the Son and hath 
given all things into his hands, And all that the 
Father giveth me, says Jesus, shall come unto 
me, and him that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John iii, 35, and v. 37; that ‘‘all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son 
also himself be subject unto the Father; that 
God may be all in all.” 1Cor, xv. 25—28. 
Here, all things are represented as being subject 
unto the Son, in the same manner that the Son is 
subject unto the Father; for both are expressed 
by the same original word; translated subject and 
subdue, That “God is the Savior of all men es- 
pecially of those that believe.” Tim. iy. 10. And 
we contend, that he could not be the speciat Sa- 
vior of the believer, unless he were the actual Sa- 
vior of all men. That the unbeliever makes God 
a liar, by not believing the record that God gave 
his Son; which is that ‘God hath given us eter- 
nal life and this life is in his Son.” 1 John v. 10, 


11, The unbeliever certainly could not make 
God a liar by disbelieving that God had given him 
eternal life, if, in fact, God had not given it to 
him. ‘The truth is, God has given the unbeliever 
eternal life and the unbeliever is required to be- 
lieve it, which would make God, a God of truth, 
A thing must he true before it should be beliey- 





ed, as much so as afterwards; and believing or 
disbelieving does not alter the truth. Again, 
** Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will according to his own good pleasure which he 
hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times he might gather together 
in one all things in Christ both which are’in hea- 
ven and which are on the earth even in him.” 
Eph. i. 9, 10. ‘‘ Wherefore God hath highly ex- 
alted him and given him a name that is above eve- 
ry name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow of things in heaven and things in 
earth and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father.” Phil. ii. 9, 10, 
11. And “no man can say that Jesus is Lord 
but by the holy spirit.” 1 Cor. xii.3. ‘And 
having made peace by the blood of the cross by 
him to reconcile all things unto himself.” Col. i. 
19,20, The most able commentators, whose or- 
thodoxy you will not dispute, interpret the phrase, 
** all things,” to mean all intelligent beings. 


Once more, ‘‘ For as by one man’s. disobedi- 
ence many were made sinners, so by the obedi- 
ence of one shall many be made righteous.” 
Rom. v. 19. Here, 1 will observe that the word 
many means all. Its original word is so transla- 
ted in the verse preceding; and the same number 
that are made sinners areto be made righteous; 
the same number is expressed in the latter clause 
of the verse as in the former; and this is all we 
contend for; for if there are any that were not 
made sinners,of course they are already righteous, 
and need not to be made so. These are a few of 
the numerous passages in proof of the final holi- 
ness and happiness of all mankind. The doc- 
trine was preached to Abraham, Isaac. and Ja- 
cob, by the Almighty himsél, When he said that 
in their seed; (which Pau} says is Christ) ‘‘all the 
nations, families and kindreds of the earth should 
be blessed.” Paul called this promise the Gospel, 
And the scriptures foreseeing that God would 
justify the heathen through faith, preached before 
the Gospel unto Abraham saying, ‘‘In thee shall 
all nations be blessed.” Gal. iii. 7. This bless- 
ing consisted in turning away man from his ini- 
quities. For the Apostle says, ‘‘ unto you first, 
God having raised up his Son Jesus sent him to 
bless you, by turning every one of you from his 
iniquities,” 

Again, it is recorded, ‘‘For as much as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, Jesus 
likewise took part of the same, that through death 
he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil.” And again, ‘‘ For this pur- 
pose was the Son of man made manifest that he 
might destroy the works of the devil.” Now sir, 
permit me to ask a candid question. We have 
seen that the object of the Savior’s mission was 
to reconcile and subdue all things to God,—to 
save the world,—to destroy the devil and all his 
works; and the question is, will he who never 
failed of accomplishing any work he undertook 
while here in humanity—who had all power in 
heaven and earth given into his hands,—and the 
‘spirit of wisdom without measure,” will he ac- 
complish his work, or will he be defeated by a 
devil, who has just as much power as the Almigh- 
ty saw fit to give him and no more? Would a 
God of infinite wisdom grant to an enemy a pow- 
er that would defeat his own? Ponder upon this, 
and see if there is any other way to decide, than 
the way Jesus himself has decided it—‘‘I have 
finished the work thou gavest me to do.” And 
with his last breath he cried, ‘‘ It is finished.” 
He then saw in prospect that he had secured all 
the means needful for the complete fulfillment of 
his mission. Such, sir, is Universalism with re- 








gard to the ultimate destiny of man,—and in 
preaching it, we preach the purpose of God, the 
desire of angels,—and the pious wish of every 
benevolent mind, 

That was a true saying of Jeremy White, when 
speaking of Universalism. ‘‘ He is not a man; 
he hath put off the tenderness and bowels of a 
man, he hath lost humanity itselfi—he hath net 
so much charity as Dives expressed in hell, who 
cannot cry out, This is good news if tt be true; that 
wijl not say, amen to it, provided it be agreeable 
to God, and what his word will countenance and 
own.” Olshausen, the most popular commenta- 
tor on the New Testament, tells us that the feel- 
ing in favor of the final restoration of all men, 
‘* is without doubt, deeply rooted in noble minds; 
it is a longing after perfect harmony in the uni- 
verse.” 

Surely, is there “no use in preaching such a 
doctrine, if it be true?” We believe too, that 
universal happiness caa be effected only by uni- 
versal holiness, and freedom from sin. There- 
fore, we preach not only to impart that faith and 
confidence with regard to the future, which is 
**the substance of things hoped for,” but like- 
wise to save men inthe present tense, by faith 
and good works—by teaching the transgressor, 
that he cannot be happy in sin, and by inducing 
him to “ break off his sins by righteousness and 
his iniqiuties by turning to God.” We teach 
that ‘‘the ways of the transgressor is hard,” — 
“that there is no peace to the wicked’—that 
“though hand join in hand the wicked shall not 
be unpunished.” That “‘he that doeth wrong 
shall receive for the wrong he hath done and that 
God is no respector of persons,”—that “‘ every 
sin and transgression receives a just recompense 
of reward.” On the other hand, “ ii*keeping 
the commandments there is great reward.’’ That 
** great peace have they that love God’s law and 
nothing shall offend them”—and, “ he that would 
love life and see good days let him keep his tongue 
from evil and his lips that they speak no guile.” 
We believe that his rewards and his punishments 
are those of a father; and that therefore “ he will 
not cast off forever, but though he cause grief, 
yet will he have compassion according to the mul- 
titude of his mercies, for he doth not afflict will- 
ingly nor grieve the children of men”—that “he 
retaineth not his anger forever, because he de- 
lighteth in merty’’—that ‘‘he will not contend 
forever neither will he be always wroth: lest the 
spirit should fail before him and the souls that he 
has made.” These are conclusive reasons why 
God will not inflict the endless torment you pro- 
claim. First, because he delighteth in merey, 
and 2d, because the spirit of man could aot en- 
dure his endless wrath. It would fail under it. 

Is there no use then, for the sake of our hope 
and happiness to preach such a doctrine, if it is 
true? Yourself, sir, admitted that, if 1 be- 
lieved it, I ‘‘ must be ahappy man.” I amso,— 
happy in the belief that your prayers for the 
world will be answered and that all the loved and 
lost ones of earth shall, with songs of glory to 
God and the lamb, meet around the dazzling 
throne of Jehovah, where tears are wiped from 
all faces; and when there sha!! be no more death 
neither sorrow nor crying, neither any more 
pain.” I would, sir, that you; yea, that all man- 
kind could be delivered from that fear which hath 
torment, and enjoy the blissful raptures that feast 
my soul while contemplating on this glorious con- 
sumation. I would too, that they might learn the 
obligation they owe the kind Father of the spirits 
of all flesh, for such exceeding love,—that “‘ the 
goodness of Ged leadeth to repentance” 

“the grace of God that bringeth salvation t “alt 














men,” ‘teaches us to deny ungodliness an 
worldly lust and live soberly and righteously and 
godly in this present world,”—to ‘*love him) be- 
cause he first loved us.” Then sir, we should 
need no glowing hell filled with demons of endless 
torture, to dries mankind to adore and worship, — 
but we should see, instead of a repentance to es- 
cape deserved punishmeut, a repentance to escape 
sin itself; and adoration would arise from the fer- 
vent heart as flames ascend from the altar, and 
men would worship in spirit and in truth. But 
sir, what kind of Christian duty and devotion is 
that, which man is only driven to perform through 
fear of an endless hell, and to escape infinite 
wrath? Can there be in this that ‘yielding will- 
ingly of the affections which is in spirit and truth? 
Can you see as much beauty in such a character 
that your affections are irresistibly enlisted? For 
my part, | could not worship such a being if I 
would, and I will add, in the language of another, 
‘*T would not if I could.” But, let me ask 
again, can there be in this worship, that pure iove 
ian which an apostle says there is no fear? You 
well know, sir, that fear is the foundation of the 
whole system you advocate; and this you are 
pleased to term the all important motive to Chris- 
tian duty. Thus, you virtually own, that an 
endless hell and a semi-omnipotent devil, are the 
rnain pillars on which you rear the temple of 
Christian virtue; and if it were not for these to 
drive you, you would not be led to worship God 
at all, or acknowledge your obligation to him. 
Nay, you would not preach a day,—for your see 
no reason for preaching, nor for any devotion 
whatever, if my doctrine is true. What sublime 
ideas of the moral government of the Supreme! 
And how much sincere evotion must arise from 
such motives! But, sir, I prefer to build on the 
foundation of Jesus—his doctrine of love—love 
to our enemies; that we may thereby be ‘the 
children of our Father in heaven, who maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and send- 
eth his rain upon the just, and upon the unjust. 
Query—How could we be characteristically the 
children of God by loving our enemies, if God 
hates his? God loves his enemies; ‘‘He first 
loved us,” ‘‘even when dead in trespasses and 
in sins.) And here is the whole ground of our 
obligation—the reason why we should love God 
and our neighbor as ourself. This is loving on 
Universalist principles. And ‘‘there is no fear 
in love; perfect love casteth out fear; because 
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made 
perfect in love.” Let then, the true principles of 
obedience be taught, and your endless hell will 
burn ia vaio. 


But my greatest astonishment, sir, was, to see 
a man-of your profession so far depart from the 
rules of common civility, as to accuse me of dis- 
believing the doctrine I profess. Now sir, though 
you do not ‘“‘see men made better by the 
preaching of Universalism,” let me assure you 
that under its influence, I have seen their narrow 
minds become so expanded, as to possess more of 
that charity which is the bond of perfectness, 
thas you manifested in thus judging your fellow 
man; and it is hoped that you will ere long be- 
come so converted as to possess more of the spirit 
of the meek and lowly Jesus. 

I offered to discuss the subject with you ina 
public manner; but no, you did not ‘ consider 
this Universalism worth minding,” —it was ‘‘ beneath 
notice!” 

Now, what must an enlightened public think 
of your thus disposing of a whole denomination 
of Christians? It is not worth noticing—when 
Jo and behold! it is worth your notice to break 
over even the rules of common civility, to accost 
a public advocate of this doctrine as above no- 
ticed, even in the street of a village; and I am 
credibly informed, that it is not beneath your exclu- 
sive highness to stoop so low as to vent your 
spleen agaiast Universalism when shielded behind 
the desk; and your people think that last Sabbath 
you “‘used up the Universalists” admirably! 
Now sir, if your doctriae be true, how can you 
answer to your conscience and your God, for let- 
ting slip this opporrunity of demolishing at once 






d|this false fabric of - Yo 
that respectable men and women in this place be- |. 








-to this denomination, and, according to your 
ya hy we are all going down to endless perdi- 
tion, and is it not worthy your notice to convince 
us that our doctrine is false and thus save our 
souls from endless misery! If immortal souls, sir, 
are entrusted to your charge, how will you ap- 
pear in your great day of accounts, making to 
your great Judge, so miserable an excuse? 

You are probably aware that every public dis- 
cussion has served to advance the cause of Uni- 
versalism—that it owes its existence to free inves- 
tigation. If you have no fears on this subject, 
then you have but to accept my proposition to dis- 
cuss our doctrines before the public, in a 
Christian manner, and you shail have a fair op- 
portunity to show up the Universalists the fallacy 
of their doctrine. 


You complain that ‘‘ Universalists are devoid 
of religion; that they do not attend family devo- 
tions, hold prayer meetings,” &c. You must be 
aware, that they meet on the Sabbath for worship; 
that they are punctual and zealous in this respect. 
True, some do not hold to certain outward set 
forms, while others do. It is a question with 
them, whether Jesus and the apostles observed set 
form and ceremony, or whether they were ever 
enjoined upon us. And you are aware that the 
injunction is, ‘‘ Enter into the closet and 
shut the door,” when thou prayest. Will you 
inform me then, how you can judge how 
much Universalists pray? There is no Christian 
grace like the earnest prayer of the soul,—the 
soft breathings of a fervent and devoted spirit; 
and, for one, I claim but little fellowship with that 
kind of lip service, which is prompted by fear; 
while men are no more honest, no more charita- 
ble, benevolent and forgiving. Righteousness 
does not consist in saying. It is a substance and 
nota shadow. It is porn unto others as we would 
have others do unto us. And he that poern 
righteousness is righteous. If set forms constitute 
piety, the old Pharisees were the most pious peo- 
ple on earth. 


Whether set times of ceremony are essential 
or not, the first question is, Is the doctrine of 
universal salvatign true? This is not to be de- 
termined by the conduct of its professors,but by an 
appeal to facts. I suspect that you would hardly 
permit me to test the truth of your docirine by the 
lives of even its public advocates. For, it is a 
black catalogue to look over the list of endless 
misery preachers, and behold the numbers that 
have been convicted of henious crimes. I will 
present you a short list of the names of these as 
they have come to my knowledge. These are 
only a part. Among them you will finda full 
proportion of Methodist preachers. The awful 
monotomy of their nameless crimes was broken 
by the first four that stand at the head of the list. 
The first two for stealing horses and waggons, and 
running away with them; one on a camp ground in 
Oneida Co.; the other from a gentleman in Utica; 
the other two for counterfeiting. They are, 
Shaver, Dare, Coffee, White, Price, Morrison, 
Annan, Taggart, Lathrop, two Johnsons, Strale, 
Arnold, Kimball, Freeman, Valentine, Judd, two 
Onderdonks, French, True, Potter, Phinney, 
Knowles, Littlejohn, Taylor, Sparry, Van Zandt, 
Fay, Ricket, Hall and Reed. Let this list be 
continued until all the reverend criminals are 
brought in, and is not here some proof, at least, 
that the doctrine of endless misery, is not so very 
restraining in its influence? These are the men 
that have most denounced Universalists, and their 
doctrine as leading to crime. 

Go, sir, and visit our penitentiaries, and the 
glaring fact will stare you in the face, that for 
every convict there that belonged to a Universal- 
ist society, you will find twenty orthodox clergy- 
men! I speak now from statistics that I have be- 
foré me. A sad comment this upon Partialism. 

But again, to show that it is necessary to pro- 
claim endless hell torments, to lead sinners to re- 
pentance, you quoted 2 Cor. v. i1, ‘Knowing 
therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade 









men.” I have no comment to make on this 
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, but refer you to your own commentator, 
tr. A. Clarke. He says on the verse, ‘‘ This I 
think is a too harsh a translation (of the original) 
which shou'd be rendered, knowing therefore the 
FEAR of the Lord; which strange as it may at 
first appear, often signifies the worship of the 
Lord, or that religious reverence which we owe 
to him. The fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom; the terror of God confounds aad over- 
powers the soul. We lead men to God through 
his fear and love, and with the fear of God, the 
love of God is ever consistent. But where the 
terror of the Lord reigns, there can neither be 
fear, faith nor love; nay’nor hope either. Men 
who vindicate their constant declamations on hel! 
and perdition by quoting this text, know little of 
its meaning, and what is worse, seem to know 
little of the nature of man, and perhaps less of 
the spirit of the Gospel of Christ. Let them go 
and learn a lesson from Christ weeping over Je- 
rusalem, and another from his last words on the 
cross, ‘Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.’ ” 


So much for your own commentator; and now 
sir, after reading the above, are you prepared to 
go before the people of your charge, and unblush- 
ingly proclaim from this text the doctrine of end- 
less hell? 


Again you quoted the words of the Savior, 
Matt. iii. 7, ‘‘ Who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come.” Now sir, read Dr. Clarke’s 
comment on this passage. He says, ‘‘ The wrath 
to come,—the desolation which was about to fall 
on the Jewish nation for their wickedness; and 
threatened them inthe last words of their own 
scriptures. See Mala.iv.6. This wrath or curse 
was coming: they did not prevent it by turning to 
God, and receiving the Messiah, and therefore 
the wrath of God came upon them to the utter- 
most.” ‘The same views are advocated by Pearce, 
Hammond, Lightfoot and Kenrick. 


You next quoted the passage, ‘‘ Fear him that 
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell,” 
(Gehenna), Now sir, whether it was the Roman 
power that alone had a right to destroy in Gehen- 
na, or whether it was God, the believers were to 
fear: you must see at once that the doctrine of 
endless misery is not taught in the text. There 
are three points worthy of notice. First, God’s 
ability to do a thing does not prove that he will do 
it. He was ‘‘able of the stones to raise up chil- 
dren unto Abraham,” yet he did not doit. Sec- 
ond, the word psuche here translated soul is fre- 
quently translated life throughout the New Tes- 
tament, and the word translated spirit is a differ- 
ent word altogether. Third, supposing it did 
mean what you would term the immortal spirit, 
and that God would do what he is here represent- 
ed as being able to do, it certainly would not 
prove your merciless doctrine of endless torment; 
but, annihilation, for to destroy both soul and body 
is to make an end of them. If you willturn to 
Dr. Clarke’s comment on Isa. x. 16—18, you will 
find that he explains the phrase ‘‘ soul and body” 
to be a proverbial expression among the Jews, to 
represent a nation or body of men. He quotes 
Lowth, who says it is a proverbial speech intima- 
ting a total destruction of the whole army. The 
truth is, the phrase was a common proverb among 
the people to represent bodies of men, such as 
nations, kingdoms, religious or political bodies, 
instead of individual beings. And, if the power 
to be feared was God, the meaning evidently is, 
that he alone had power to destroy the Jewish na- 
tion in such a manner that they should no more 
exist as a nation, but be utterly destroyed; and 
this destruction was in the old Testament prophe- 
cied of under the figure of gehenna, or the valley 
Hinnon. See Jer. vii. This, man was not able 
to do, although he could torment or kill the body. 
And there is another point sir, for your considera- 
tion, the word kill is sometimes used to signify only 
torment. The Jews had power to persecute, and 
torment the Christians; but they could do no 
more: they were subject to the Roman power and 
this alone had power to take-life or condemn capi- 
tally to Gehenna. | see nothing in the text or its 
context that intimates anything like endless misery. 








a te) ees Men, 
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Lastly; you seem to manifest a very singular dis- 
quietude of mind—rather an unenviable disposition 
—and I should infer that you have some fears that 
my iary means are more prosperous than your 
own, You stated that I should “ have enough to 
atone for, to compensate for all the sixpences I am 
picking up.” Really, sir, do you not envy me, that 
vaec tee a of friends—after a protracted sickness 
and other misfortunes that have invelved me, I should 
now be able by my feeble efforts in the cause of my 
Master, to receive from the warm hearts of m 
brethren, manifestations of their interest in my wel- 
fare; and from their benevolence, sufficient to afford 
me a comfortable subsistence, which is all 1 receive 
and all Task? It is hard, truly, for a to see Uni- 
versalists so benevolent; und to see them hold to the 
precept, ‘ they that preach the Gospel should live of 
the Gospel.” Perhaps you may think me unchari- 
table in thus construing your language. | should 
not have so construed it, had I not been credibly in- 
formed, that you reprimanded a young gentleman 
severely for employing me to perform for him a 
marriage ceremony, under the plea, that ‘* Universa- 
lists ought not tu Se so countenanced.” Now, sir, I 
ask you what you have manifested towards Univer- 
salists in this place, but a spirit of the most intoler- 
ant bigotry and exclusiveness, that seems to say, 
‘* stand by fur Tam holier than thou.” If have no- 
thing in particular to say of your ministerial eti- 
quet towards Universalist preachers on all public 
occasions; but, sir, if you expect to frown Univer- 
salism down from your high places of spiritual pride, 
give me leave to inform you that you are a century 
behind the times, and all the more enlightened of 
your orthodox fraternity—and that we want no bet- 
ter assurance of future prosperity. 

Hoping that you will yet hecome converted to that 
charity which ‘is not puffed up,” and “ thinketh 
no evil,” I subscribe myself, 

Yours for the truth, 
Malone, N. Y., June 6, 1845. 


E. A. Hovsroox. 


- ( Original.) 
Important if True. 


Br. Battov,—I have just read with surprise, the 
‘letter’ in the Watchman of the 2ist inst., from 
the pen of Br. Hodgdon, addressed to his “* Brethren 
in the Ministry.” 

I am surprised to learn from that source, that the 
brethren in the ministry of our glorious faith in this 
State, are so “ lukewarm,” ‘‘ cold-hearted,” “ negli- 
gent and inactive.” {am astonished that there is so 
* little zeal > manifested, and so ‘“‘little interest felt’? 
by the brethren in the ministry, for the prosperity of 
our Zion;—that we are all so exclusively selfish,— 
having no regard for our “ flock,” but to secure ‘‘ the 
fleece it may produce.” lam the more astonished 
at this intelligence, from the fact that | had suppo- 
sed a different state of things existed among the fra- 
ternity of our brethren in the ministry;—that they 
were all zealously engaged in the good cause in 
which they have enlisted, and that their chief object 
be to promote the best interests of our spiritual 

ion. 

But it seems I have been sadly mistaken,—it was 
only adream. Br. H., tells us that he has “been in 
the State just one year, and has not been a careless 
observer of the signs and wonders that exist among 
us.” And one of the marvelous wonders which he 
has discovered, is that his “brethren in the minis- 
try ” are all cold and lifeless,” or else ‘sleeping 
and the enemy sowing tares.” ‘This, truly, is very 
modest for a yearling, Wonder if our hoary-head- 
ed fathers in Israel, who have toiled long in the 
State, and contended earnestly for the faith, will not 
feel themselves greatly obliged to their unassuming 
brother, for the expression of his “ careful observa- 
tions”? Wonder if they will not feel ‘ashamed of 
themselves,” to think they have been ‘“ frozen up,” 
all the while, and are doing nothing for the cause? 

Another specimen of the extreme modesty of our 
young brother, is contained in the following para- 
graph:—** Where are our Associations, and Confer- 
ences, and social meetings? We have only four As- 
sociations in this State, and these appointed in such 
places, as to accommoiiate only a few; and our State 
Convention meets near the North Pole, for the pur- 
pose of giving the privilege to a few who have nev- 
er been able to attend. Now this is not right.” 

The council of preachers and delegates, who vo- 
ted, by a large majority, to hold the next meeting of 
the Convention at Derby Line, will understand from 

the above paragraph, that what they did was not 
right. ‘They will doubtless feel themselves admon- 
ished to “see to it in future,” that they do not again 
commit so gross an error, as to appoint the Conven- 
tion, where, in their judgment, it would best pro- 
mote the interest of the common cause, 

Seriously, Br. Hodgdon, [ do not understand why 
ou and others in the neighborhood of the metrepo- 


is should Jabor to impress upon the minds of the 





| Watchman,—a publication for the prosperity of 


Universalist community, the idea that Derby Line 
is at the extreme north of the territorial limits of 
our Convention; and that there are few or no friends 
of our cause in that vicinity; whilst you are aware 
of the fact, that there are a goodly number of flour- 
ishing societies of our order extending far into the 
Province of Canada, which is embraced in the Con- 
vention,—and that Derby Line is but little north of 
the centre of its territorial limits. Ishould not have 
thus publicly noticed your appeal to the ‘“* Ministry,” 
had it not been for correcting this false impression ;— 
for 1 doubt not not your “letter” was written with 
the purest intentions. But do not the friends df mo- 
ral and religious reform, too often destroy the effect 
they might otherwise produce, and fail of accom- 
plishing the laudable object of their desires, by im- 
pradence, exaggeration, and overwrought pictures 
of fancy? It appears to me that your “letter” to 
the ‘* Brethren in the Ministry” is a specimen of 
this kind of zeal. 

What you say of the existing apathy, indifference 
and selfishness of the ‘ Brethren,” may be true, for 
aught I know, so far as it relates to those in your 
immediate vicinity. If so, we of the north, beg to 
be excused from being classed with them, in that 
condition. Probably your “ observations ” have not 
extended into this region of the “North Pole.” If 
you and the brethren at the south will forego your 
‘© ease and individual interests,” (as we of the north 
have always done,) and come up to the Convention, 
in August, we will warrant you a complete thawing 
out; and give you undoubted assurances that your 
|** Brethren in the Ministry ” here, have neither been 
idle nor indifferent to the welfare of the glorious 
cause in which wé are mutually engaged. 

Glover, June 25. J. W. Forp. 


(Orginal, 
Against harsh Judging. 
I profess to be a sincere reader of the Universalist 


which my prayers and efforts are sincere. With 
eqn honesty can I say that I believe ruez pocTRINE 
which I profess, and preach and advocate it with my 
feeble abilities, just as I believe it, ‘* without fear or 
favor,” from any human source. | also profess 
fidelity to my own sense of duty,—and that I write, 
and preach, and labor accordingly. I sincerely love 
Christian Universalism, or Universalism as taught in 
the Scriptures. Nor do I suppose any one would 
call these professions in question, without being pre- 
pared to show, to his own satisfaction, that | am not 
earnest in their utterance. Sv far, so good. 

And the question now naturally arises, What rea- 
son have | for suspecting that others are any less 
sincere in their professions than myself? None, un- 
less their works individually evince infidelity and in- 
sincerity. Have I a right to judge my brethren cen- 
soriously, at least, without strong evidence? 

To be convinced that men misjudge and err in the 
use of means and measures, and to propose some 
course which we deem better calculated to do good, 
is one thing; hut to denounce them as ‘false pro- 
fessors,” infidels of the rankest kind, in opposition 
to their avowed belief, is quite another thing. There 
may be some preachers in the different professions 
of limitarian divinity, who, contrary to their pro- 
fessions, are Universalists,—some real hypocrites of 
that description. But, if so, we cherish the conso- 
lation that their number is very small; for, the dis- 
grace, whatever it may be, falls on the shoulders of 
our own denomination. According to that supposi- 
tion, they are Universalist hypocrites! a strange sort 
of creatures! ° 

It is possible, also, that there may be some in our 
own ravks—men of talents and influence—making 
high professions of devotion to Christianity—who 
are at heart infidels,—false in principle to that very 
religion which they profess and preach! This is 
possible. But what grounds have | for expressing 
an undoubting conviction that such is the fact, and 
| that we have such men in our ranks? Can [ fix my 
eye on an individual preacher of high ‘profession 
and standing in Vermont, for instance, and say, in 
my heart even, he is one of those base hypocrites! 
No, not one. Well, is my knowledge of preachers 


( Onginal. ) 
Letters toa Father.—No. 9, 


Dear Farner,—A kind Providence still 
upon and. blesses thy child. Health, dddlet apa 
prosperity still a her in her bumble sphere. O 
ow many causes have we all, for gratitude and un- 
feigned love towards God! The very blessednessof’ 
that emotton, as it warms and expands the heart, el- 
evates aud enlivens the thoughts, purifies and chas- 
tens the soul’s best affections, and assimilates the 
whole being to the image of that God who is love— 
is in itself an unbounded, ever-increasing source of 
gratitude! Would, we all reflected more upon the 
unnumbered blessings which are showered upon our 
paths, at every step! Whether prosperity swelis 
the gale or adversity frowns, we can discern the 
same kind hand directing and controlling the affairs 
of men—* from seeming evil, still educing good.” 

Dear Father—we have just enjoyed one of the 
pleasantest celebrations of our nation’s independ- 
ence, in the district where | am teaching. It was 
first planned by the school and myself, asa sort of 
holiday for the ehildren, who are so far from city or 
village that they are deprived of such enjoyments 
while young. It was heli ina large beautiful grove, 
near the school house. A splendid table, about 80 
feet in length, was crowned with flowers of every 
hue, and with the richest bounties of a munificent 
Providence. A procession was formed, consisting 
of marshal of the day, musicians, orator, revolution- 
ary soldiers, committee of arrangements, H, J. 
Stone and her scholars, 52 in number, and the citi- 
zens—in all about three hundred—marched to the 
grove in grand order. We then heard a hymn from 
the school, and an oration from Mr. Luther Emer- 
son of W. Haverhill, Mass. 

_ It is sufficient to say, that it was worthy the auspi- 

cious day which called it forth. It did honor to the 
head and heart of the*patrivtic and eloquent speak- 
er. After partaking of the rich collation, our minds 
were refreshed with the spirited and truly republican 
toasts prepared for the joyful occasion. 
_ Let this day be sacred to holy reflections and grat- 
itude. And while we remember the toils and strug- 
gles—the lives and blood which it cost to assert and 
maintain our independence and freedom,.O let us 
think of the three millions of human beings in our 
very midst, who are groaning in servitude and bond- 
age, as much worse than that from which our fa- 
thers were delivered, as can be described or even 
imagined, Servitude, not only of body, but of the 
powers and faculties of the mind—Godlike, immor- 
tal mind! The Image of the Eternal, in these inde- 
pendent States(!), ranked with beasts, and goods anc 
chattels!! Think of it, oh men and women when 
ye boast of your blood-bought freedom and wnalien- 
able rights!’ What! has the poor African no such 
rights toclaim? Can he not appeal to that same 
God and Father to redress Ais wrongs, which the 
people of the British colonies appealed to, in their 
distresses? And will He, think ye, spurn their uni- 
ted petitions for redress and common rights? No! 
As sure as there is a God, so sure is it that the 
chains of slavery must fall, or the glory and renown 
of these United States will become dim,—their name 
a reproach among the nations, and a bye-word in ail 
the earth. Like a canker worm, slavery will gnaw 
at the very vitals of our nation; it will sap the foun- 
dation of our republican government, and undermine 
the whole noble superstructure of the beautiful tern- 
ple of liberty! 

May God awaken our patriots and statesmen to a 
true sense of these great and alarming evils! May 
the time soon come when we can celebrate our inde- 
pendence, in the proud capitol, without hearing the 
clanking of chains or the cries of oppression,—whea 
the shout shall go up to heaven from every hill and 
vale—from sea to sea—‘‘ we are free”! and the broad 
arch above shall echo back the shout—“ we are free” ! 

In love I remain yours, &e., H..d. $ 





Tue Girts.—The editor of the Portland Express, 
in discoursing upon early rising, speaks thus: 

“Up with you! Don’t sleep away this beautiful 
morning! ‘Mary, Helen, Elizabeth, Louisa, Lucre- 





in general of our order such, as to authorize me in 
passing so sweeping a censure as the above? By no} 
means. Nor do I believe it is discreet or proper for! 
any one to do it, without designating instances} 
of such soulless derogation from all real principle, | 
both moral and divine. If there be any one in our! 
ranks whose superior wisdom, centennial experience, 
and prying discoveries enables him to detect such | 
examples of shameful infidelity, and such unpardon- 
able abuse—so to speak—of sacred professions among 
us, let him expose them in all faithfulness. But, if 
no one possesses those superior advantages, would it 
not be well to speak or write more guardedly, or 
less censoriously, on such subjects? We should not 
intentionally indulge in “ evil surmises.” ‘‘ Charity 





tia, Margaret, Harriet, Charlotte, Julia, Sarah, Kate, 
Cornelia, Jane, Caroline, Adeline, Amelia! and ail 
the lazy girls, arouse—wake up—rise and see the 
sun shine, and brush away the dew from the beaut:- 
ful grass. You not only lose the best portion of the 
day, while you linger m bed, but you depress your 
spirits aad contract sluggish habits. What if you 
are sleepy?—Jump out of bed—fly around—stir 
about, and in a few moments you will be as bright 
as larks. We wouldn’t give a straw for girls that 
won’t get up early in the morning. What are tney 
good for? Lazy, dumpish creatures—they are nat 
fit for wives or companions. Our advice to young 
men who are looking for wives, would be—neverse- 
lect a female who dozes away the precious. morniag 





ihinkert no evil.” 8. 


hour. She may be a help-eat, but never a help-meet.”’ 
























a 
ae 
3 A 





Buays ou the Gil Lan. —¥e % 


, BY REY, J. BAKER. ; 
DANGERS FROM THE LAW. 

Man naturally loves himself, and prefers his own 
interest to that of others; and is easily led into hab- 
its of tyranny and induced to view his assumptions 
for self-gratification at the expense of others, as but 
the exercise of his natural rights. ‘The Roman Pon- 
tiff claims the prerogative of infallibility, and as 
self-styled vicegerent of Jesus Christ, considers all 
exercise of private judgment, in matters of faith, by 
others, as invasions of his rightful authority. The 
primate of England styles himseif Tae Rieut Rev- 
EREND Farner 1x Gop; and many of vur Protes- 
tant sects have + pane as high notions of their ‘rreuts.’ 
The “right of conquest” is the soldier’s claim, by 
which he exalts brute fame above moral justice; and 
our supreme court is equally as infallible as the pope 
and lawyers, are just as unwilling to have their craft 
endangered as the priest, soldier, or physician. 

‘The people, however, are guarded against all tyr- 
annies except those of law and wealth. No man is 
bound to support a clergyman, or even worship at 
all, unless he pleases. ‘The military force is in the 
hands of the people, and even then, no one is com- 
pelled to bear arms, if, in his conscience, he thinks 
it wrong; and the sick man takes medicine or not as 
he chooses. But any man may be forced into a law- 
suit whether he be either willing or not; and must— 
how poor soever he is—contend against his oppo- 
nent as long as he is assailed. He has no other re- 
dress. With the law fraternity there is no party 
checking party, as in politics; nor sect’ opposing 
sect, exercising a healthy influence over eacn other, 
and preventing abuse of power, as we see in reli- 
gious matters: but in law all seem to pursue the same 
object with no check but personal rivalry, which 
never injures the craft itself’ These advantages 
have been improved, till all the honors of the land 
are held by this profession. ‘The tyrant finds it an 
engine by which he can break down the poor; and 
the revengeful can use it, at any time, to vex their 
foes. ‘The farmer who holds the remedy in his 
hands, complains of the scorn felt for labor by “ the 
higher classes,” and then finding his son has a ge- 
nius for public life, he educates him for the bar, the 
only way to get him employed; for the great mass 
of the people are supposed incapable of managing 
what all are called to decide upon at the ballot box! 
Legal forms have always been exalted above com- 
mon sense in order to give law a standing above rea- 
son. 

The merchant also labors hard to acquire a for- 
tune and make lawyers of his sons; and the preach- 
er, too fond ef money and fame to pursue the peace- 
ful footsteps of his Master, abandons the life-givin 
Gospel, to become the hired ageat of knaves, an 
gain his living by promoting strife, bitterness, and 
fraud, the elements of law-suits! Now, does the 
reader see no danger in all this? What can be more 
dangerous to public morals, than to make a profess- 


jon the most honorable whose very existence de- 


pends on dishonesty, hate, and revenge? Did hon- 
esty rule all men, law-suits would cease; and after 
making a profession dependent on knavery we can- 
not justly expect its members to promote peace and 
good will; for their business will flourish just in 
proportion to the downfall of these virtues. Can 
we expect these men to labor to overthrow their own 
craft, when self-preservation is the first law of na- 
ture? Let me repeat, the attorney is not most in 
fault. Society and public opinion have placed him 
where he is, and thus commissions him to war against 
public peace. We must not curse the privateer so 
long a8 we, as a nation, give him a letter of marque 
to plunder ourselves and others. Publie opinion 
must be aroused to a sense of this suicidical course; 
and it is time,—for all parties now unite in promo- 
ting a profession that was directly against the law of 
love. ‘The ambitious young man of talents is al- 
most forced into this profession, and then self-inter- 
est ever tempts him to labor for the promotion of 
strife, for in the water of strife he must take his fish. 

Is there no danger from the influence law has al- 
ready acquired? Would not the alarm be justly 
raised were all the offices of the land in the hands 
of clergymen, or physicians? But where is the po- 
litical editor, who dares claim an equal share of 
these honors to farmers and mechanics in proportion 
to their numbers? Such a division would make the 
mass of public functionaries men who would think 
and labor instead of talk and wrangle. It would en- 
courage the real supporters of the nation to fit them- 
selves and their sons for important stations instead 
of tame submission to Jegal usurpation. Bat why 
dare not the press speak? Because the leading poli- 
ticians of both parties are attorneys and it would ruin 
any editor who should break the ranks and unmask 
this gorgon. 
legal chains. Our legislature being under the same 


See trae 


on Raps haya 
pect the tyrannical nabob to disn e guards whic 
coueers and icin bis throne till he is compelled 
to do it. “tsa 

There is also great cause of alarm to the patriot 
and lover of his coantry, when the whole energies 
of the nation are directed to party strife, and the 
same means are used to carry an election that are 
used by the pettifogger to win a justice suit. Our 
leading statesmen are all attorneys, and learned their 
artat the bar. A political campaign is, therefore, 
a kind of national law-suit, where insult, misrepre- 
sentation, recrimination, and slander, are the wea- 
pene used; and even the party that wins will find 

is suit has only profited the attorneys. Kind read- 
er, if you are a party-politician of either side, I 
hope you will do me the justice to believe that I am 
aiming at the same party you oppose, and therefore 
take no offence. 

The population of our State, is consequence of 
western emigration, increases very slowly; yet the 
number of attorneys almost doubles every ten years, 
though now, according to Waltons’ Register, we 
have about eight hundred in Vermont. ‘This shows 
a dangerous increase of the spirit of litigation, and 
the important necessity of awaking to a sense of 
this alarming evil, that now costs the State not less 
than two millions of dollars per annum,—that con- 
stantly tends to raise a burthensome aristocracy 
among us, by employing, thus unprofitably, our most 
intellectual young men, and sinking the laborer to a 
dependent, legal serf, by ang all hopes of honor 
against him. All see this evil is approaching, yet 
how few dare trace it to its true source, viz. our per- 
nicious system of civil law! 

Why should Vermont be thus taxed? We are 
not a commercial people; for it is commerce that 
claims to most need laws to regulate trade. Our 
State is, and must be, best adapted to agricultural 
and pastoral pursuits. Such a population should 
have little to do with law-suits. It is certain our 
State must sink under such an enormous burthen, 
and yet it does suffer it, and on this point I challenge 
contradiction, 

[ am fully sensible of the fact, that evils must ex- 
ist in all human systems, and that imperfection is 
our common lot in life. But evil may be cheerfully 
endured so long as it is subordinate to good; not so, 
however, when it overbalances good. Then we 
should be gainers by removing the whole system un- 
less we can mend it. Our civil system has been tin- 
kered and quacked by every legislature for more 
than half a century, and every year is more burden- 
some. Has our system of coercive collection and 
everlasting law-suits, ever been $2,000,000 benefit to 
the State, calling the loss nothipg, since it first went 
into operation? ’ 

But it is said, that should we abandon this system, 
it would soon grow up again, as men would feel the 
necessity of learned tribunals to decide important 
cases. hese must be supported at public expense, 
and this would be a court, &c. hy, I ask, is not 
the same true of grand and petit jurors? Why must 
not they spend years to learn the opinions of learned 
jurors under the partial government of England? 
* The price of liberty is eternal vigilance,” and the 
price of virtue and morality is eternal obedience to 
the laws of kindness and truth; we are now suffer- 
ing the heavy penalty for disobedience; and should 
we reform, if we could learn nothing from the past, 
we might be betrayed into bowing to the same Baal 
again; but it strikes me that if we can once shake 
off this Sinbad’s old man of the sea, we shall not be 
easily caught again. 

To those legal gentlemen who have shown so 
much ill feeling towards my humble essays, I have 
only to say,—I have attacked no individual, nor have 
I assailed private character. 1 know there are wor- 
thy men engaged in the profession of law. I have 
aimed at a public evil;—one for which the State is 
responsible and heavily suffers; and if I have hit 
you, it must haye been because you stood in the way. 

(Original.) 
Immortality. 

The hope of immortality is a most sublime and 
glorious truth. It is this, and this alone, that gives 
to humanity its true rank and condition in the great 
scale of creation. It is this which raises us above 
the brute creation and gives us a rank but “little 
lower than the angels in Heaven.” It is the most 
prominent desire of the soul; and one which we 
have abundant reason to believe, will be satisfied. 
We are taught this, not only by revelation, but rea- 
son confirms the same. And we can read itin every 
line in the great book of nature,—it is written in 
living characters there. Yea, beth Heaven and earth 
proclaim this truth; and it is this alone that bears 
our struggling spirits up, amid the mnanrernias of 

A. B, 





The palladium of liberty is bound in} earth 
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Fer the Young Folks. 


Little Peter studying Chemistry. 

Little Peter was eight years old when he began to 
study Chemistry, and in three years he became a 
ve chemist. He could then answer many 
difficult questions, and perform a great many experi- 
ments in that interesting science and he learned al- 
most all the facts without studying chemistry in a 
book but very little. ‘The first fact that little Peter 
learned was about Expansion—and he learnt it in 
this manner: 2 ; 

His father was killing hogs. Peter, like most boys 
of his age, was much amused in blowing up the 
bladders; and as it was rather cold that day, he went 
into the house to do it. After amusing his little bro- 
ther William for some time, he laid down the blad- 
der he had blown up near the cooking stove, and 
went out to get another; but when he returned he 
was much surprised to see that the bladder was much 
larger than when he went out. He thought little 
William had been blowing it fuller. But William 
said he had not touched it, aud his mother said so 
too. Peter then thought Susan, the nurse, or his 
mother must have done it. But they both denied 








touching it. His mother told him that the fire in the 
stove made the breath he blowed into the biadder 
swell, so that it appeared to contain more breath than 
before. But Peter said the stove did not swell and 
it was much hotter than the bladder, and he could 
not understand how the breath could swell so much. 
So he ran out to see if his father ever saw such a 
thing; but beforehe fot to his father the bladder 
was much smaller. his made little Peter wonder 
very much. He ran to his father and told him how 
the bladder swelled when near the fire, and how 
much smaller it wasthen. His father being engaged . 
could not spend time then to explain to him—but 
simply told him that “ Heat expands all bodies and 
cold contracts them.” 

Little Peter could not understand what his father 
meant. He asked him what he meant. He only re- 
peated to him the same thing; but told him he would 
explain it to him some other time, He thought he 
could perhaps find it out himself. So he ran into 
the house as fast as he could, and put his bladder 
down near the hot stove and called William, and 
they both took their chairs and sat down to watch 
his little experiment. Pretty soon he saw the blad- 
der began to grow bigger and bigger. He thought 
he would let it be there to see how big it would 
grow, because he wanted it to be very large, and it 
was much easier to make it swell by heat than to 
blow it up with his mouth and he was much pleased 
that he had learned that when heat expands any- 
thing it makes it grow bigger. aa 

But he had not sat long, before the air in the blad- 
der had expanded so much as to burst it, making a 
very loud report, almost as Joud Peter thought, as 
his father’s old musket. Peter was much surprised 
that the bladder should make such a noise, and little 

illiam almost cried lest the bladder might have 
shot some one. But when he saw that no one was 


hurt, he laughed at the sport, and wanted Peter to 


make anuther bladder expand by heat, 

In the afternoon of the same day, little Peter was 
sitting by the stove thinking over what he had learn- 
ed that day about the expansion of bodies. <A pot 
on the stove was filled with cold water. Little Pe- 
ter thought he would watch if the water in the pot 
expanded by heat. He had not sat long before the 
water began to boil, and soon it rose to the top and 
even ran over the side of the vessel. Peter imme- 
diately sprang from his chair, and ran to his mother 
and told her that beat expands water too as well as 
air or breath. . 

Yes, my son, his mother replied, Heat expands all 
bodien— Religious Recorder. 


Rather Close. 
If there is not ‘ more truth than poetry ” in the 
following brief article, then we have missed it in 
our judgment. Just read it. 


* Does not Mr. N., eur neighbor, belong to the 
church?” asked a youth of me one evening, as I sat 
musing upon a seat in Temperance Hall. “I hear 
him praying often, and particularly on the Sabbath 
day. Our yard joins his, and I hear him previn 
for the conversion sinners, and that xe ee 

rosper every means for the prosperity and happi- 
oer * ape a world.” ‘ Yes my little fellow,” 
says I, “he poinges Fo the church, and I suppose is 
a good man.” ‘* Well, then,” says the boy, ‘I want 
you to tell me how he can be a Christian and sell 
RUM, which nearly took i off to the drunkard’s 
grave, and many more Washingtonians who are 
now reformed. Does he wish you all to go back. to, 
drinking, and does he want all of us boys to buy and 
drink. his rum as, our fathers haye done, and thus 








perpetuate the curses of his trade to our latest. pos- 
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terity? If that is religion, itis a far didvenss ind 
ed gO Hf ie the Bible or hear at our sin 
—— and is just such a religion as I never want, 
“what was a “ clineher.” \ know my neighbor to 
be a member of the church, and a traflicker in rum, 
but Idid not know before that children were so 
sharp-sighted, or capable of such powers of reason 
and reflection. 





Execution of a Boy. 
WRITTEN BY AN ENGLISH HANGMAN, 


A few years ago I was called out of town to hang 
a little boy who had been convicted of killing with 
malice a forethought. If guilty, he must have been 
in the habit of going to executions. ‘Ten thousand 
came te dabble in the poor young creature’s blood. 
That was the youngest fellew creature that ever | 
handled in the way of our business: and a beautiful 
child he was too, as you have seen by the papers, 
with a straight nose, large blue eyes and golden hair. 
I have no heart, no feelings; who has in our calling? 
Bui these who came to see me strangle that tender 
youngster, have hearts and feelingsgas we once had, 
Have !—no—tiad; for what they saw was fit to make 
them as hard as your servant, or his master. 

They saw that stripling lifted, fainting, on to the 
gallows; his smooth cheek of the color of wood ash- 
es—his little limbs preeehinen and his bosom heaving 
sigh after sigh, as if the body and soul were parting 
without my help. 

This was downright murder; for there was scarce- 
ly any life to take out of him. Whgo I began to 
pull the we over his baby face, he pressed bis hands 
together, [his arms, you know, were corded fast to 
his boys) and he gave me a beseeching look, just as 
acalf will lick the butcher’s hand, But cattle do 
not speak; this creature muttered, “ Pray, sir, don’t 
hurt me.” “ My dear,” answered I, “you should 
have spoken to my master; ['m only the journey- 
man and must do aslam bid.” This made him 
cry, which seemed to relieve him, and I do think 1 
should have cried myself, if [ had not heard shouts 
from the crowd—* Poor lamb!—shame! murder!” 
Quick,” said the Sheriff. “Ready,” saidI. ‘The 
Rev. gentleman gave the wink—the drop fell—one 
kick—and he swayed to and fro dead as the feelings 
of the christian people of England. 

The crowd dispersed, some swearing, some weep- 
ing with passionate exclamations; some swearing as 
if hell had broke loose; and some laughing while 


they cracked blackguard jokes on you and me and 
the dangling corpse. They had come for the sight: 
they would have come to see an angel murdered. 
‘They had come to get drunk with strong excitement; 
they went back reeling and filthy with the hot de- 
bauch. They had come to riot in the passions of 
fear and pity; they went back some in a fever of 
rage, some burning with hate, some hardened in 
heart, like me or you; all sunk down. in their own 
respect, ready to make light of pain and blood, cor- 
rupted by the indecent show, and more fit than ever 
to make work for us—the judge and the hangman! 


QO wise law-makers! who think to soften the hearts 
of the people—to make them gentle and good—to 


give them a feeling of respect for themselves and 
ethers, by showing them a sight like this. 





“ Vieious Associates.” 

The following true remarks are from the pen of 
Br. Drew, of the Gospel Banner. Read them, pa- 
rents, and sons, 

* Did ever a man regret that when young his pa- 
rents kept him cut of the society of bad boys? Nev- 
er. On the contrary, if ever a likely man had occa- 
sion to thank his parents for what they did for him in 
youth, it was for their care to keep him from bad 
company, more than for any thing else. One week’s 
association with boys of quarrelsome habits, of ly- 
ing tongues and — lips, may introduce a poi- 
son into the moral system of a virtuous youth, that 
will pollute the whole subsequent character and 
make miserable the life. Nay, a single hour’s con- 


. tamination by vicious associates, may start a train 


of passions that shall blast every prospect of honor 
or usefulness. Parents eannot be too careful how 
they watch over their sons to preserve them from 
the society of bad men and boys. Better allow them 
to range freely through districts infected by conta- 
gious diseases, than to permit them to rove about 
streets,and lounge around bar-rooms and shops where 
rowdies and gamesters congregate.” 





The day closes in darkness, the year fades in deso- 
lation, and man sleeps in the dust;‘but there is a 
morning and a spring-time for all. Youth that is 
cut down in its loveliness, like a morning flower, 
shall bloom afresh in the garden of God; and age 
that shines in righteousness, till it sinks beneath the 
el rise again in glory, like the.sun-in the fir- 

mt. 
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Merits of Christ.” 

What do people mean by this unscriptural phrase ? 
We hear it and read it continually, almost every day— 
but what do they mean by it? If they mean that the 
disposition and character of Jesus was every way God- 
like—that his labors of love, his sacrifices and sufferings 
merit the most profound gratitude and highest praise of 
all moral intelligences, we do most heartily und joyfully 
respond, amen, tq such a sentiment; but, when they 
speak of what Christ has merited:for us—of our being 
saved by his merits—his merits being imputed, or ac- 
counted to us, in some mysterious, inexplicable manner, 
we beg leave to dissent from such an idea. We believe, 
people frequently talk much about our being saved by 
the ‘ merits of Christ,’ without having in their minds 
any well-defined, definite idea of the subject. A sort of 
a misty something,—they hardly know what themselves, 
—is recognized in the understanding, but ask them for 
an explanation of what they mean, and they are all in 
the fog. The phantom seems to elude their grasp, and 
they cannot tell. 

Do they mean that Christ by his obedience and suffer- 
ings, kept the law and suffered its penalty by proxy for 
all mankind? Then, why not all be saved by proxy? 
Why not Christ also go to heaven for us by proxy, and 
we be excused from going ? 

Is it said that Christ kept the law and suffered its pen- 
alty by proxy only for believers, then, it never was pos- 
sible for unbelievers to be saved, and they cannot be 
called upon, with any propriety, to believe in him as 
their Savior, 


We would as soon believe in the Roman Catholic no- 
tion, that the merits of works of supererogation by the 
saints, are imputed to other saints, as that Christ’s suf- 
ferings and merits are reckoned or accounted to believing 
sinners, so that they are regarded as righteous and justi- 
fied, while they are really wicked and impure in heart. 


We do most solemnly abjure and repudiate every idea of 
transferring, imputing or accounting either the demerits 
or merits of one moral being to another. The thing is 
absurd and impossible in the very nature of things. One 


man may discharge the note, bond or obligation of ano- 


ther in pecuniary transactions—he may act as a substi- 


tute to do military duty, or perform a day’s work for a 
neighbor, but it is aot so with regard to the moral law 
of God—not so with guilt and condemnation, or moral 


deserts. These attach to the person, and cannot be 


transferred. Every moral being in the umverse has as 
much as he can do continually to discharge the moral 
obligations binding on himself, hence, no one can dis- 
charge the moral obligations of another. In our judg- 
ment, it is quite as absurd to talk of imputing the suffer- 
ings and righteousness of one being to another, as to 


talk of accounting the physical disease and health of one 
person to another. 

That the sufferings of Jesus were incidental to his la- 
bors for the salvation of the world, and necessary, we 
fully believe; but that he suffered the penalty of the law, 
by proxy for sinners, or that his sufferings rendered the 
Father more kind, merciful or forgiving to his creatures, 
in consideration thereof, we do most indignantly reject 
and condemn. That Christ was ever obedient and has 
great merits, we willingly allow, but we cannot credit 
the fiction of his merits being accounted to others, so 
that they are regarded as righteous and justified, while 
they are going on in daily violation of God’s law. We 
believe that Christ is our righteousness, our moral cure 
and health, in the same way that the physician is our 
cure, our health physically—in the same sense in which 
the school-master is our learning—our wisdom. Jesus 
has undertaken the work of curing all from their moral 
and spiritual maladies—of sanctifying all—of bringing 
all to voluntary obedience or holiness. He is responsi- 
ble for the accomplishment of this work; but it is not a 
work by proxy; but a real righteousness, wrought in the 
mind and heart of each individual, by the truth and the 
holy spirit. 

Reader, hast thou been clothed with Christ’s right- 
eousness, not merely by imputation, or a righteousness 


























by proxy, but by partaking of his spirit, and thereby be- 


coming a follower of his immaculate examples? [If so, 
thou art saved; but, if thisis not thy moral condition, 
however strong may be thy faith that Christ’s merits or 
righteousness has been reckoned to thee, thou art trust- 
ing in a delusion—a phantom—a mere chimera of a de- 
ceived imagination—if thou art not in the practice of 
righteousness, or good works,—thou art still .“« in the 
gall of bitterness and under the bonds of iniquity.’’ 
Thy mind and thy heart are not right in the sight of God 
thy Savior, therefore, turn thou away from shadows and 
figments of wild fancy, to the all important righteous- 
ness of leading a good Christian life; ‘‘ then shall thy 


peace be as a river and thy righteousness as the waves 
of the sea.’’ 


The Immutability of God.—No. 9 


In the last number of this paper, I noticed several 
particulars in which God is immutable. [I shall now con- 
sider some of the practical uses to be made of that de- 
claration of divine truth which announces the fact, that 
with ‘ the Father of lights,” there ‘is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.”” 

1. It is calculated to inspire our minds with the deep- 
est humility. We are apt to be lifted up with little dis- 
tinctions, and to fancy ourselves great, merely because 
there are others whom we consider less than ourselves. 
But what are we, with all our boasted powers, compared 
with the Lord who changeth not? With Him there is 
no variableness, with ws there is no stability. Virtue 
and vice, wisdom and folly alternately govern us; and 
hence we are changeable in our designs, fickle in our 


friendship, and fluctuating in our whole character. Hu- 


man life is too often a series of contradictions. We are 
one thing to-day, another to-morrow, and variable and 
unequal in ourselves. We are surrounded with change; 


nothing keeps its place; all is in motion with the stream 


of time, and passing away in quick succession before the 
resistless torrent : and we have hardly time to contem- 
plate this scene of vicissitude before we, ourselves, are 
swept away and gone. Thus circumstanced, ought we 
not to be humble and modest? And should not the con- 
templation of the unchanging glory of the Creator in- 


spire our hearts with the profoundest submission and 
trust, cheek every emotion of vanity and teach us to 
walk humbly before him ? 

2. The consideration of God’s immutability should 
convince us, that the way to enjoy his favor is invariably 


the same. If God were a changeable, capricious Being, 


like man, we should be at a loss what course to pursue 
in order to ‘* secure his favor.’ To engage his fayora- 
ble regards we might think of approaching him some- 
times one way and sometimes another. The guilty 


would probably do their best to flatter him; and the tim- 


id, by austerities and presents, would try to reconcile 
him. This, in fact, has been the case from the earliest 
history of our race down to the present time, with all 
such as have not had just and worthy views of the Al- 


mighty’s perfections. But this is not our misfortune, 
who listen to that Gospel where he is revealed to us as a 
Being ‘‘ without variableness or shadow of turning.’’ 
We know that he is always the same in his affections, 
purposes, and administrations. One clear and direct 
path is always before us. The Creator has so constitu- 
ted us, that righteousness and peace, holiness and hap- 
piness are inseparably joined together. Hence his pa- 
ternal smile and enlivening approbation are enjoyed by 
those whu ‘‘ do justly, love mercy and walk humbly be- 
fore him.’? External forms of religion may vary; but 
under all dispensations which proceed from God, the 
substance of religion is the same : and it always directs 
its efforts to the purification of men’s hearts. The mor- 
al law continues in full force forever. While human laws 
rise and fall with the kingdoms and parties which give 
them birth, the rule of moral and religious conduct is 
the same, founded on the adamant of eternal truth, and 
immutable as the character of its Divine Author. 

3. The threatenings of Him, whose nature and moral 
law are immutable, ought to alarm the guiltr. No bribe, 
no force, no artifice, no length of time, can change his 
opposition toward unrighteousness, or prevent him from 
punishing the transgressor. His wisdom, his mercy, his 
justice, his love to the sinner, oblige him to administer 
the penalties of his just, paternal and merciful laws, 
And there is but one way for the guilty to experience 
his forgiveness ‘and enter into the enjoyment of his fa- 
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vor, and that is to break off from sin by genuine repen- 
tance, i. e. effectual amendment. In view of the immu- 
tability of the Lord, the truly penitent are greatly en- 
couraged to trust in him. While men, when provoked, 
are passionate and implacable; the immutable Farner 
of our spirits chastens the disobedient in love that they 
may be partakers of his holiness. This shows the necessity 
of genuine repentance; for as the favor of God is always 
enjoyed by the obedient, so there is no peace to the 
wicked: for his burden is heavy and bis wages death. It 
is impossible for God to change as it relates to the cer- 
tainty and object of his chastisements: the sinner may, 
and must be changed or remain under the penalty of the 
law forever. 


4. From the immutability of God, the virtuous may be 
full of confidence and joy, amidst all the resolutions of 
this uncertain world. All that regards our present enjoy- 
ments depends much upon the nature of our own actions: 
and from this fact arises much of the distress of human 
life. Sensible of the evils to which we are exposed, we 
look around with anxious eyes, and eagerly grasp at eve- 
ry object which appears to promise us security; but all 
vain: for there is nothing of earth so stable as to assure 
us, of undisturbed repose, nor so powerful as to afford us 
constant protection. Time and and change triumph over 
all the labors of the children of men. What we build 
up they incessantly destroy—human life is constantly 
changing its forms, and the whole scenery is constantly 
shifting around us. This we all acknowledge; and what 
amidst all these endless vicissitudes, can give us perma- 
nent rest and consolation, but the contemplation of the 
government of Him, who changes not? Though all 
things change around us, and mutability be the law of 
our nature too—though the early dew, the morning 
cloud, the empty vapor, and the shadow of a dream, be 
just emblems of our state, yet as long as immutable 
goodness presides over us, we may be sure, that, while 
obeying the laws of our nature, we shall be safe and 
happy. As God’s favor has ever been found and enjoyed 
in paths of righteousness, we know that it will continue 
to be enjoyed there world without end. 

Were we to say with the fool, there is no God! or to 
suppose with the ignorant and superstitious, that the 
God, who rules in the heaven and earth, is capricious 
and changeable, we should prostrate at one blow the 
hope and security of mankind. There would then re- 
main no foundation for trust, and ne steady principles to 
regulate our lives. The present scene would then pre- 
sent to view a multitude of short lived creatures, spring- 
ing out of the dust, wandering on the face of earth, 
without guide or protector, struggling for a few years 
with afflictions and sorrows, and then vanishing in non- 
entity and darkness forever. But the wisdom, goodness, 
power and immutability of God, dissipates this darkness 
at once, and show us a fortress in every danger, a guide 
in every perplexity, a port in everytorm anda present 
help in every time of trouble. 


These thoughts must afford comfort to all good and 


worthy minds. And God’s promises beheld in the light 
of his immntability are the greatest security that every 
prodigal child shall return home—that a ransomed world 
shall return and come to Zion—that all shall be brought 
to the knowledge of God from the least unto the great- 
est—that all shall be finally holy and consequently hap- 
py- When the world and all things therein shall fail, 
the power, the wisdom, and the goodness of God, are 
perfections, which, in themselves can never fail; and 
his promise confirmed by an oath, secures their applica- 
tions to al] the nations, families and kindied of the earth. 
Such are some of the benefits, which may be derived 
from frequent mediation on the character and govern- 
ment of the Lord who changeth not. It inspires us with 
the spirit of humility and grateful adoration—it points 
out to us the unvarying tenor of deportment which we 
should ever maintain—it checks all fickleness, and affords 
comfort amidst all anxieties and fears—it is the immovea- 
ble rock, the sure foundation on which we may rest our 
hopes forover. ‘* Happy is he that bath the God of Ja- 
cob for his help, whose hope ia in the Lord his God.”’ 
The undoubting believer understands this language of 
the Psalmist. There is such a blessedness in the exer- 
cise of that hope which saves from sin and fear, that he 
is thankful for the mysteries of life. He knows in part 
—and that part is enough to fix his affections on God, 
aad inspire him with hope in the future. He is thankful 


for the trial of his trust thus given; and whatever may 
come—however mysteries may gather and thicken around 
him, his heart is the same, full of confidence in the im- 
mutable God, sending the current of spiritual life and 
strength through the whole man. 

There is joy in trust reposed in earthly love, in the 
feeling that forbids us to entertain the least thought of 
wrong, or injustice being done to us by those in whom 
we confide. And why should we not trust in God? Why 
not as unwaveringly in the deep darkness of the starless 
night, as when the sun-light floods down upon us? God 
is, as he was, and as he was, he ever will be. Oh! may 
we trust then, and not be afraid; for in the Lord is ever- 
lasting strength. Let us cherish unwavering confidence 
in God, that we may be humble in prosperity, reconciled 
in adversity, virtuous and happy in life, and have this 
confidence for our support in sickness, and for our victory 
when the ear shall become deaf to the voice of earthly 
friends, and our eyes closed upon all that is beautiful in 
nature. God grant that this may be the happy portion 
of the reader and writer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
—Amen. LH. 3 


Incidents of a Journey. 
During our recent visit to Jeflerson Co., N. Y., it was 
our happiness to attend the Friends’ ‘* Quarterly Meet- 
ing,’ holden in their Meeting-House ih LeRay. Here 
was the old Meeting-House, looking to us much smaller 
than it used to, where in the days of early boyhood, we 
were wont to repair on ‘ First-day,’’ and joy to meet 
our relatives and acquaintances, together with those aged 
grand-parents,who have,now several years since departed 
this life and gone *‘where the wicked cease from troubling 
and the weary are at rest.” Here too, was the resting 
place of the mortal remains of our honored father. 
Twenty-nine years have rolled around,—O, how swiftly 
—since his was a new made grave, and though I was 
then less than eight years of age, I remembered it as if 
it were but yesterday. Alas! a change has come over 
that once secluded spot, where sleeps my, worthy sire! I 
‘could not but feel that it was sacrilege, that the wood- 
man’s axe had been there, and that the beechen trees 
which once shaded ‘ that cool retreat,’? are now no 
more! I could have said in the fullness of my heart, 


«© Woodman spare those trees, 
Let them stand.” 


A part of that ancient grove, more distant from the 
few grass-covered mounds, still remains. Through it 
and about the Meeting-House, the very spirit of qui- 
etness and silence seemed to reign, yea, the air itself, 
seemed sacred and holy! O, how many tender recollec- 
tions and hallowing associations came thronging up con- 
tinually in ny mind!—emotions that may be felt and re- 
alized, but can never be conveyed to another by words. 

The hour of meeting came,and Friends from a distance, 
who may never meet again in time, sat down in silence 
to adore the Universal Father and Friend of sinners. 
Several spoke feelingly of the things of the spiritual 
kingdom, much to the edification and comfort, as we 
trust, of all present. We felt to respond the hearty 
amen, to nearly all that was communicated on that inte- 
resting occasion. 


A visiting Friend, named Elihu Anthony, spoke more 
than any other one. He is an aged man, of considerable 
experience and possesses a good share of self-esteem. 
Hence, he spoke with much confidence and authority, 
** and not as the scribes.’’ In the course of his remarks, 
he undertook to make the passage concerning the ‘‘strait 
gate, the narrow way and the broad way,’’ bear against 
the idea of the final, complete triumph of the Redeemer’s 
reign, He d to suppose, that the believers in uni- 

versal salvation hold that men will be saved without 
| turning into the narrow way. This isa total misappre- 
hension of our doctrine. Wedo not suppose that any 
are, or can be saved while they walk in the broad road. 
We simply believe that Jesus will continue to draw all 
by the influence of his spirit and the cords of love and 
truth, until all shall voluntarily turn from the broad way 
to the narrow path of life and salvation. Does not our 
friend believe that all who will be saved were once 
travelers in the broad way? And, if a part may torn 
from the broad to the narrow path, why not all, in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times? Though the Jew- 
ish people did strive to enter the gospel kingdom by the 
works of the law and were not able, yet when the fulness 
of Gentiles shall bave come in, then these blinded Jews 














will have another opportunity, “and so all Israel! shall 
be saved, For God hath concluded them all [both Jews 
and Gentiles,—the whole world) in unbelief that he 
might have mercy upon all.’? Rom. xi: 82. Jesus declar- 
ed, that he would draw all men unto himself. John xiiz 
32. All were given to him by his Father to be saved, and 
he said, ‘all that the Father giveth me shall come to 
me, and him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast 
out.”” 





“Congratulation” Reciprocated. 

The Gospel Banner entered upen its 1th volume on 
the 26th ult. It is published weekly at Augusta, Me., in 
folio form, by Homan & Manly, and edited with much 
skill and good taste by Br. W. A. Drew. We regard it 
as an excellent family paper, devoted to literature, reli- 
gion, morality, general intelligence, agriculture and do- 
mestic economy. Success to the Banner and Ploughboy, 
we say. Price, $2 per annum, payable in advance. « Ad- 
dress business letters to Homan & Manly—communica- 
tions to the editor. 

Thank you, Br. Drew, for your kind notice of our 
humble sheet. Give us your ‘‘ righlest }—#,’’ away 
over the mountains. There, if you can reach half way 
from Augusta here, we will try to reach the other half 
See now, we shake hands, heartily. Peace be with us, 
good brother. We never had the pleasure of seeing 
your outward man, but we seem to be perfectly acquain- 
ted with your find, at least, as it has been developed in 
the columns of the Banner, for the last five years. We 
have half a mind to just step over to Augusta and take 
a peep at that inimitable garden of yours, and help you 
masticate some of that green corn, large enough to be 
eaten, which-you say you gathered in your garden, July 
23d. We have not seen but one ear this season, and that 
was not quite as large as you talk about. We don’t see 
any way, to get Br. Drew, up into this ‘* Switzerland of 
America,’’ unless we can get the U. S. Convention of 
Universalists adjourned to Woodstock, or else have a 
New England Convention or something of the kind. 
What say to that, brother? 





Franklin Academy at Malone, N. Y. 

It was a source of gratification to us, to be present at 
the late examination and exhibition of this School, on 
the 2d ultimo. The institution is enjoying a good degree 
of prosperity under the supervision of Mr. Geo. Wood, 
A. B., as principal Instructor, The ladies’ compositions 
which we heard read, were generally of an excellent 
character. Several of the pieces were read in sucha 
low, indistinct manner, that we could not understand half 
of what appeared to be read. What can be more pro- 
voking than to listen attentively to hear what you have 
reason to believe.is a good composition, and then, be 
able to héar only an occasional sentence, or perhaps, 
half a sentence? This is a verycommon fault in reading 
compositions, in all our schools. It is quite strange that 
many young ladies have so strong a desire to appear 
well, that they appear to very great disadvantage in try- 
ing not to appear at all. 

The speaking in the evening, was every way creditable 
to the young gentlemen who participated in it. The 
large meeting-house was filled to overflowing with eaget 
spectators, some of whom were quite too noisy, for the 
comfort of those who wished to enjoy the exercises in a 
quiet manner, We thought, a majority of the speakers 
pitched their voices on too high a key—a fault of many 
public speakers. The original pieces evinced a good 
share of talent and mental cultivation. Some of them 
were quite too long however, for such an occasion. On 
the whole, we were well pleased with the school, and 
take pleasure in recommending it to the consideration of 
such as may wish to attend an academical institution of 
the first order. 

An order has been sent on from the P. M. General, 
forbidding the stages to carry papers out of the mails, 
under heavy penalties; so we are obliged to send in the 
mails, this week, to some of our subscribers, who have 
heretofore receiyed their papers by stage. We think, 
however, the order will be countermanded in a few weeks. 
So, be patient. 





Br. A. B,. Grosh,I should be very happy to reeeive 
those articles you mention. You are under no obliga- 
tion, but send on, at my expense. ' 
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Read This, ~ d 

When papers are not taken out of the Post: Office by 
those to whom they are addressed, it is the daty of the 
Post Master to write a letter to the publisher, giving him 
the necessary information. Such letters come free of 
charge, but, on every paper returned to us we have to pay 
postage. We shall take no more out of the Post Office. 
We have a few returned papers, of this kind, now before 
us, but where they came from, we cannot tell, as there is 
nothing on the paper but the name of the subscriber— 
with perhaps the word ** discontinue,’’ or ‘* stop,”’ writ- 
tenon it. Must we look over a list of two thousand names 
in order to find whose paper to stop ? 





Binding, Again. 

Will those whe wish to have us bind the last volume 
for them, send them in as soon as possible, as we are 
anxious to have a lot to begin upon. Bundles can be 
sent by stage, and the pay remitted when we return the 
bound volumes, Please send on immediately, as we 


want a lot of 50 volumes to begin with. 
OT RAR ON R= A 


State Sabbath Convention. 


An extract from the minutes of the General Convention 
of Vermont, held at Danville June 1845. 

** The Committee to whom the resolutions on the sub- 
ject of promoting the better observance of the Sabbath, 
were refered, made their report:’’— 

‘That they recommend the appointment of a Com- 
mittee of three, to consider the expediency of calling 
a Convention on the the subject of Sanctifying the Sab- 
bath as a Divine Commandmeat, for its influence on the 
Physical and Spiritual well being of man; to correspond 
with other persons, and bodies upon the subject: and if 
they shall judge best, to calla convention at such time 
and place as they think expedient, and to make suitable 
provision for its constitution and exercises.”’ . 

‘*Which report was accepted, and adopted: and 
Messrs. Gridley, Leavitt, and Bishop, were appointed as 
this Committee.” 

In view of the aforesaid action of the General Conven- 
tion, the undersgned do extend an invitation to the friends 
of the Curistian Sabbath, to meet in Convention at 
Montpelier the third Wednesday of August at 10 A. M., 
in the Brick Church, to consult upon the best ways and 
means—by example, the universal diffusion of informa- 
tion, and all kind moral influences, of promoting the due 
observance of the Lord’s Day. 





Jno. GRIDLEY, Committee 
H. F. Leavirr, _ of 
Newson Bisuop, ) Convention 


Also, the following gentlemen have cordially permitted 
their names to be affixed to the Call. 

His Excellency Wm. Slade, E. P. Walton, Esq. 

Hon. Jacob Collamer, Hon. Alvah Sabin, 

Hon. Paul Dillingham, jr. Zenas Wood, Esq. 

Rev. E. J. Scott, Thomas Reed, Esq. 

Hon. Zimri Howe, O. H. Smith Esq. 

Hon. Erastus Fairbanks, Hon. Horace Eaton, 

Rey. Geo. B. Manser, Hon. Horatio Seymour, 

Hon. I. F. Redfield, Hon. John Conant, 
Silas H. Hodges, Esq. 

The Committee earnestly hope, that the various reli- 
gious denominations of the State, will be fully represent- 
ed in the Convention; and they would inform all who 
attend from abroad that by calling at the Store of J. W. 
Howes, they will be directed to families who will cor- 
dially entertain them. 

It is expected that Rev. Justin Edwards D. D. Secreta- 
ty of the ‘* American and Foreign Sabbath Union,”’ will 
be present at the meeting. 














Vews Items. 

Arrray in East Kinesron, N. H.—4 Woman 
killed!—Mr. Odlin of the Exter Express, states that 
on Saturday night last, a number of persons proceed- 
ed to the house of a Mr. Seavy, in East Kingston, 
N. H., and made an assault upon it with stones.— 
During the affray,astone from one of the party 
struck the head of the wife of Seavy, which fractur- 
ed her skull in three places, and from the effect of 
which she almost immediately died. 

The party making the assault had not been dis. 
covered yesterday. Wedo not learn the cause of 
this murderous affair ; but have heard it suggested 


that the character of the house was somewhat doubt- 
ful.—Bee. ° 


Anan 





The ladies of Rochester have adopted the motto, 
* Total abstinence or no husbands.” The young gen- 
tlemen to be even adopted the motto, “Natural waists 
orno wives,” 

Takine 17 coozty.—The editor of one of our ex- 
changes says,—‘ We owe an apology to our readers 
in failing to publish an extra according to promise ; 
but having been taken to jail, together with other 
matters over which we had no contre! prevented us 
from doing what we intended. 
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‘Grex. Jacxson’s Last Witxi.—A Nashville letter 


writer, under date of June the 7th, gives this account 
of Ji ’s will: 

* The last will and testament of the hero was this 
day approved in our county court, and is of public 
recor e commences by giving his body to the 
dust, whence it came, his soul to God that gave it, 
&e., devoting his estate, first to the payment of two 
debts, viz: one $6,000, with interest, borrowed of 
Gen. Plauche, of New Orleans; another $10,000, 
with interest, borrowed of Blair & Rives; and the 
balance to his son, Andrew Jackson, Jr., with the 
Sreneion of a few servants to his grand-children. 

‘«* The sword presented to bim by the State of Ten- 
nessee, he gives to A. J. Donelson, (his nephew,) 
now Charge d’Affuires at Texas. The sword pre- 
sented him at New Orleans, he leaves to Andrew 
Jackson Coffee, the son of his old friend Gen. Coffee. 
The sword presented him at Piladelphia, he leaves 
to his grandson and namesake. The sword and pis- 
tols which he carried through the British and Indian 
wars, he leaves to Gen. R. Armstrong. The pistols 
of Washington, by him given to Lafayette, and by 
Lafayette given to Jackson, he leaves to George 
Washington Lafayette, the sou of Gen. Lafayette. 
Sundry other presents-made him during his long and 
eventful career, are left with his adopted son, with 
instructions to:him, that, in the event of a war, they 
shall, upon the restoration of peace, be distributed 
amongst those who shall have conducted themselves 
most worthy of their country in the conflict, in the 
opinion of their ‘countrymen and the ladies.’ 

‘It is dated, I think, in September, 1844, and re- 
vokes a will made by him several years before. {t 
is in his own steady and firm hand-writing, and, like 
all things that ever fell from his pen, breathes the 
purest patriotism throughout.” 





New anp Wonverrvu Invention.—English pa- 
pers relate the successful experiment of an atteupt to 
increase the amount of cultivated crops by means of 
applying the free electricity of the atmosphere to the 
soil instead cf manure, by means of wires placed due 
north and south and from two to three inches deep in 
the soil, and attached to each end of other wires 
suspended as conductors. The cost of the electric 
aparatus, supposed to be capable of lasting twenty 
years, is only about one pound sterling per acre. At 
a recent meeting of the Polytechnic Society of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, r. Foster of Findrassi 
House, near Elzin, gave and account of a crop of 
barley which he had raised by means of this electric 
application, the produce of ‘which was the enormous 
quantity of 104 bushels and 13 — to the acre, 
weighing 544 lbs per bushel. ‘The weight of the 
straw was 9,300 Ibs per acre. 


‘There are strong indications that the Roman Cath- 
olics of Germany will declare themselves indepen- 
dent ef the Pope. 
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Appointments. 

Br. W. J. Goss appoints to preach in Williston next 
Sabbath. 

Br. Sanborn will preach in Northfield next Sabbath, 
and the Editor in Barre. 

Br. R. Streeter isto preach in Orange the 2d Sabbath 
in August. 

Br. Tabor will preach at Littleton, N. H., the 2d Sab- 
bath in August. 

Br. H. P. Cutting will preach at St. Johnsbury the 2d 
Sabbath in August. 

Br. E. C. Payne will preach at Fairfield the 2d Sabbath 
in August. 

Br. N. C. Hodgdon will preach at Barnard, the second 
Sabbath in August; also, the last Sabbath, if it is the 
wish of the Society. 

Br. J. Boyden appoints to preach in Peacham the 2d 
Sabbath in August, 














Married. 


In Berlin, July 28, by Rev. Mr. Button, Mr. John Er- 
win, of Holden, Mass. to Miss Elizabeth Vance of the 
former place. 
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Died. 
In this town, July 13, Harriet A., only daughter of 
Kneeland and Caroline Kelton,aged 3 years and 3 months. 
‘-God took this flower in tender love 
To plant it in the courts above 
Where it shall wear immortal bloom, 
Weep not, fond parents, o’er its tomb.” 
In Calais, July 21, Mrs. Polly, wife of Mr. Harrison 
Bancroft, aged about 32. 
In Tunbridge, July 20th, Capt. Abel Whitney, aged 
75 years, 3 months and five days. Capt. W. was one of 


the earliest settlers of T., and<hed lived 51 the - 
very farm where he first his labors. He has 
always been industrious and healthy, and never, until his 
last sickness, has he called for a physician to minister to 
his own wants. The post mortem examiner, has inform- 
ed the writer, that his disease was the hardening of the 
the liver, and the softening of the heart, and that it was 
beyond the reach of cure. He was confined but a short 
time, and breathed out the last spark of life, without a 
murmur, and without a groan. “Bat he has been num- 
bered with the dead, ial eae be to his dust. He has 
left nine children to mourn the loss and departure of a 
kind father; and all were present at the funeral, except 
two, who are in the far west. May they put their trust 
in God, and sorrow not as those which have no hope. 
And may this sad event, teach all the relatives of our 
friend, that they are mortal, are soon to be numbered 
with the dead. ‘ To die is gain—man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the streets—to die is 
to go home.’’ The writer was called upon as a stranger, 
to attend the funeral services of the deceased, on the 21st, 
and has only to regret, that some more experienced and 
aged brother had not been present. He endeavored, 
however, in his own feeble way, to fulfil the object of 
his calling, and impart consolation, drawn from the great 
truths of the gospel. Text Job xiv. 14, *“* If a man die, 
shall he live again??? Yes. Jesus says, “‘ Because he 
lives, we shall live also.” We shall all live in the same 
house, not made with hands—and all worship the same 
Being, in the beauty of holiness; who isa spirit of um- 
versal love and unbounded d Let us, then, fear 
no evil, for Jesus has died that we might all live. He 
wore the crown of thorns, that we all might wear the 
crown of glory. We were pleased to see so many pre- 
sent, to pay the last kind act of charity to a fellow citi- 
zen. May Israel’s God be the God of the living friends, 
and may his Fatherly care cause them not to want any 
good thing, and beget in them right thoughts and feel- 
ings, and lead them on in the way of life everlasting,— 
“ Cease, ye pilgrims, cease to mourn ; 
ress onward to the prize, 
Soon our Savior will return 
Triumphant to the skies :— 
Yet a season,’axd, you know 
Happy entrance will be given, 
All our surrows left below, 
And earth exchanged for heaven.” N. C. H. 
In Berlin, July 27, Miss Electa Black, aged 50. 











LEBANON LIBERAL INSTITUTE, 


YHE Fall Term of this Institution wilf commence on 
Wednesday, the 27th of August, and continue eleven 
weeks. Its friends from the reputation it bas attained, durin 
four years of tantly i prosperity, feel warrante 
in saying, that few Institutions of the kind can afford better 
advantages to such as are desirous of lending their influence 
to the spread of liberal principles. 

No pains will be spared on the part of its friends and teach- 
ers, in conwributing to the improvement of pupils, and main- 
taining the reputation the Institution has already acquired, 
They would also express their gratitude to those, whose pat- 
ronage they have heretofore received, and still trust they will 
continue to be friends and supporters of the Institute. ; 
H, A. SIMMONS, y= 

w 





Lebanon, July 4, 1845. 
THE GOLDEN RULE. 
A Weekly Gazette vt Odd Fellowship and Popular 


sterature. 
REV. A.C. L, ARNOLD, P. G. EDITOR, 


The new volume of this Weekly Gazette of Odd Fellowship 
will commence on Saturday the 28th of June. ‘The under- 
signed as sole Proprietor, in conjunction with the Editor, will 
spare no labor or pains to render the Golden Rule worthy of 
the noble Institution in whose philanthropic cause it shal! be 
an efficient advocate. {t shal] contain, from week to week, a 
complete history of the progress of the Order throughont the 
et such an abstract of the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of this and other States as shall meet the ap- 
ea ye mee of friends, and endeavor, by all honorable means, to 

ind closer the three fold cords of Friendship, Love and Truth 
among all its members. 

A General Directory of the Order will be given monthly, 
carefully collected from official sources. Gentlemen of dis- 
tinguished ability, the bright ornaments of the beloved Insti- 
tution to which they are devotecly attached, wii] assist him 
in his labors. 

‘The department of General Popular Literature will be such 
as to render the Golden Rule a welcome visitor in the family 
of every member of the Order, whose support we respectfully 
solicit. 

The Golden Rule will be printed neatly on fine white paper, 





| and delivered to subscribers in this city and Brooklyn at $2.50, 


payable in advance, or 6 cents per week, papable tothe Car- 
riers. It willalso be for sale in the principal cities in the 
United States. 

To Mail subscribers, $2 a vear,in advance. 
paid, 


Address post 
E. WinchEsTER, 
Publisher, 24 Ann st., N. Y. 
IBERATION.—This may certify that I have given my 
son, Samuel Stanford, his tim2 to act aud trade for him- 
self during the remainder of his minority; [ shall neither 
claim his wages nor pay any debts of his contracting after this 
date. JOHN STANFORD. 
Witness, C. S. Coss. 
Albany, June 24th, 1845. 1 3w 
0 eee NOTICE.—This may certify that I have 
” this day sold my son Chancey J. Leathers, his time du- 
ring the remainder of his minority, to act and trade for him- 
selt, and 1 shall not claim any of his earnings nor be account- 
able for any contracts or debts he may contract after this date. 
Attest, Levi S.Wetiincros, JEWETYT LEATHERS... 
Lorin E. Bruce. 
‘Randolph, May Sist, 1845. l3w 







































Poetry. 


The Drankard’s Wife. 


Before the altar stood 
The bridegroom and the bride, 
With willing hands arf blended hearts‘ 
The holy knot was tied; 
And when he spake the words 
So welcome and so dear, 
There glisten’d in her mild blue eye 
That test of love—a tear! 





And thus they lived and lov’'d— 
Their hours were never dull, 

And heaven had crown’d their happy love 
With pledges beautiful; 
And as her charge increased, 
With each successive year. 

The mother’s heart rush’d to her eye, 
Which trembled with a tear! 


But year has followed year— 
As wave succeeds to wave— 
The once lov’d wife is joyless now, 
And he a drunken slave. 
Vice o’er him holds her sway, 
And from his dark career 
She tries to win him, and her eye— 
Her dim’d eye drops a tear! 


Her kindness pleads in vian— 
His heart is sear’d and hard, 
And tauntings loud, and cruel blows 
Are that fond wife’s reward. 

He spurns her from his side, 
With looks and words severe, 

Yet for that ruffin’s sake, her eye 
Is gushing with a tear! 


Upon his dying couch 
Fear wraps his soul in gloom, 
When common friendship hides her head 
She never leaves the room; 
She kneels, and if faith can 
Compel the Lord to hear, 
She opens mercy’s gate, and melts 
The sinner with a tear! 


That wife’s a widow now; 
The star of hope shall rise 

No more for her, her bosom Lord 
Died as the drunkard dies! 
Ged help this bruised reed, 
Her load of woe to bear; 

For none but thou canst rest her soul, 
Who cannot shed a tear! 





a 








Miscetlany. 





( Original. ) 
The dark Hour,—A true Sketeh. 
BY MRS, S. BROUGHTON. 

It is a chill day in mid winter. The bright, cold 
clouds drive swiftly along the pale blue arch of 
heaven, and the fierce-toned blast moans, fitfully 
through the leafless boughs of the ancient wood- 
lands. 

But neither wind nor cold has any effect upon the 
happy inmates of this elegant and spacious mansion. 
The gale pleads wailingly at the listed deor, laden 
with the groans of the suffering poor, but its accents 
fall unheeded on those hearts, so full of bliss they 
have not a thought to spare for the shivering children 
of poverty. A fair young mother bends fondly over 
her sleeping infant, striving to check her own res- 
piration, lest her breathing should disturb his soft 
angelic slumbers. Surely woman is an angel; fallen, 
certainly, and her spirit-pinions darkened, and un- 
plumed by the chilling mists of earth; yet giving 
earnest evidence of her heavenly birthright. Who 
sheds the tear of pity over the sad destiny of the 
victim of crime? Whose yearning heart goes forth 
into the damp, noisome cells, where passions reckless 
victim battles wildly with the dark fiends within his 
heart’s dread hell? Who speaks the kindly word of 
consolation, in tones so soft that it woos the seared 
heart of the pirate to listen with something like 
hope? When fell disease spreads his boding wing, 
and the summons of death has gone forth on the 
damp breath of midnight, who holds the long vigil 
through the dreary hours, till the stars grow pale in 
the bright beams of morning? 

Surely woman, like an angel of mercy has been 
found in all these places, sustaining, comforting, and 
when even hope was vain, joining her sympathetic 
tears with the turbid stream of the sufferer’s agony. 

And when the cold, philosophic heart of man en- 
shrouded the dead Savior in the chill robes of death, 
and left him yep a in his lone lomb, beneath 
the emperor’s dread seal; the fond and yearning 
love of woman, sought his sepulchre in the cold gy 
light of morning, while yet the flowers were filled 








with the soft baptisms] dews of night, and “with 
sweet perfumes, and myrrh, and frankincense, to 
offer at that hallowed shrine, sought to gratify the: 
gushings of that pure affection h mourned the 
sufferings and death of the Godlike, sinless One. 
But they needed none to roll the stone away, for 
love, stronger than that of woman, more enduring 
than the adamantine pillars that bar the ocean-waves, 
had rent asunder the prison bars, and unclasped the 
stern bands of death ; and in the serene glory, and 
shining habiliments of the spirit-clime, the angels 
joyfully proclaimed, “he is not here, he is risen and 
goeth before you.” If woman’s heart could always 

ear this voice, her dark hours of sorrow might be 
an by a glorious light, that is not born of 
earth. \ 

Only one day has past, but what a change in that 
blooming wife and mother. With parted lip, and 
blanched cheek she bends sadly over the cradle bed. 
Those bright young orbs that beamed so softly yes- 
terday eve, are growing dim beneath the gathering 
film of death. The terrible spasms are passing over 
that idolized form, which love strives to wrest from 
the grasp of the spectre-king. But in vain. ‘The 
last dread throe of agony convulses the cherub limbs, 
the purple current ebbs back to life’s mystic foun- 
tain, and the mother presses a lifeless lump of clay, 
hallowed by the spirit’s smile, as it joyfully soared 
on the angel’s wing, to realms of cloudless splendor. 

Crushed and heartbroken, she thinks her cup of 
misery full, dregged to the very brim with the gall 
and wormwood of bitter agony. Yet she is not 
wholly desolate. Her husband still is left, and though 
a radiant light bas vanished from her path, yet she 
is still sustained by the strong arm of affection. 
Alas! the work of the destroyer is not yet finished. 
The husband sickens, a few fearful days and nights 
of anguish wear away, and the gem that hallowed 
the frail casket of humanity is removed to the bright 
courts that are gilded alone by the splendor of Je- 
hovah’s countenance. He has gone to quench his 
spirit’s thirst, where flow the glad streams of eternal 
life. Now the black mantle of rayless night has 
enshrouded her crushed spirit. Darkness, imper- 
vious darknes has spread his fearful pall over her 
soul’s horizon, and over all the blank page of the 
future, no glimmering star sheds down its silvery 
rays. No angel hath proclaimed in her ear, ‘ ‘The 
Savior hath risen, and goeth befor you.” She has 
heard like a far off report, that the Son of man came 
down from the bosom of the Father, to reveal the 
bright inheritance of immortal life to the darkened 
children of earth. But her life’s young morning has 
passed in affluence and splendor, and she could not 
think she needed any ether blessings than the rich 
ones of love and friendship, and countless wealth. 
But the waves of her heart’s deep fountain have 
been laid bare by the hand of love ; and though the 
light of happiness played se brightly on its surface 
for a while, yet now the dark storm of sorrow has 
settled down upon its throbbing billows, and she re- 
fuses to he comforted. Mourner, sitting sadly by the 
dark waters of despair, listen to the silvery notes 
that rng on every gale. ‘I am the resurrection, 
and the life ; because I live, ye shall live also.” Is 
there not inspiration in the sound? Does not the 
heart leap up, as when a glad sunburst breaks through 
the dark foldings of the tempest on the storm lashed 
ocean? It is but the dark hour before the dawning. 
Come, go in thy soul’s dim twilight to the riven tomb 
of Jesus, and seraphs shall point thy fainting spirit 
to the glorious realms on high, where earth’s redeem- 
ed ones roam freely throuh the pearly domes, where 
the Savior has gone to prepare a place for you. 
Come by faith to the courts of the new Jerusalem 
on earth, and rest thy spirit in the bope of a speedy 
reunion with thy loved ones, where partings shall be 
known no more. 





We have a great abhorrence of the ‘* Curtain Lec- 
tures,’ which have appeared in so many of the public 
papers; and have in a forme: number expressed our strong 
dishke- of them. But, to our surprise, we find one, 
founded on the fact, that Mr. Caudle had ventured to at- 
tend the Universalist meeting. The circnmstance has 
induced us so far to depart from our original resolution, 
as to give this one and this only, a place in our columns. 
— Trumpet. : 

Curtain Lecture. No. 23, 


Is it true, Caudle, that you have been to the Uni- 
versalist meeting? O why did I live to see this? 
Tell me, have you been there? Yes, | know by your 
actions it must be so. What are you coming to? 
What will dear mother say? It will break her heart, 
poor woman, if it be not broken already. You are 
tired and wish to rest. Yes, whenever 1 wish to 
counsel you (and why should not a wife counsel her 
husband?) you are always tired, and will not hear. 
No, Iam not always talking; and if I was, what 
good does it do? It does no good at all—none. You 
should think I would stop then. No, I willnot stop; 
Ihave a right to speak; you want a wife demb; 








dumb, all her days. A pretty disgrace this you have 
brought upon us. So you are going to be a Univer- 
salist. are you?. You arenot. Then what did you 
go to their meeting for? You would not go there if 
you Were not intending to be a Universalist. I see 
through the whole of it. I wonder if you expect 
me, and the children to go there with ee If you 
do, you will be much disappointed. [ will never 
enter their house. . And do you suppose { am going 
to meeting alone? What will Mr. Wilson, ovr dear 
pastor say, to see our family broken up in this man- 
ner? No, [ will stay at home—I will, go no more. 
Perhaps, it would be as well. Odo you say that, 
Caudle? [ believe'you would like to have me con- 
fined at home and not leave the house at all. But 
do you think I will stay at home all the time to please 
you? No; 1 willdo no such thing ; I can go with- 
out you ; and you may go to the Universalist meeting 
if a please. 
ou don’t intend to go to the Universalist meeting. 
Then why did you go there at all? Just stepped in 
from curiosity! A fatal curiosity ; you may be lost, 
Cuudle. Never shall believe their doctrine. Is not that 
strange? Gotoa meeting and not believe the doc- 
trine. That’s just like you ; that’s just as much con- 
sistency as you have. What will the world say to 
that? And think of their preachers, Caudle. ho 
are they? Good men, you believe. No, they’re not 
good men. ‘As goodas Mr. Fairchild!” ‘Think 
of that new, to mention him as aslur on me. It is 
past endurance. He isan abused man. He is as 
pure asan angel. Caudle, you would not have men- 
tioned his case, if he had been a Universalist. He 
was led away, poor man, and ought to be pitied, and 
not slurred at. ‘ Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who have sinned.” Think of that, you sinner, 
re wretch. Wish I would let you ‘go to sleep. 
es, you think more of sleep than you do of your 
poor soul, or your poor wife either. Caudle, Caudle! 
* * * * * * * The is evidently past hearing.] O that 
I ever should have been aad > to this. So unkind 
a husband ; so inattentive to all Tsay. Iam one of 
the most unhappy women on earth, and every body 
knows it. [She sobbs hysterically, for a few moments, 
and falls asleep. } 





‘Universalist Books for sale at this Office. 





Paige’s Commentary, $1 00;Tales trom Life, i] 
Pro and Con of Univ’lism, 1 00/Life of Murray, 1 
Univeralist’s Guide, 1 OOJExposition of Universalism, 50 
Baltour’s 2d Inquiry, 1 00/Chnistian Graces 38 
Rose of Sharon tor 1845, 200/Smith on Divine Gov’ment, 25 
Practical Hints, 75/Orthodoxy as it is, 50 
Austin’s Voice to St prac 63/Christian Comforter, 50 
do do the Married, 63)Skinner’s Sermons, 50 
do on the Attributes, 63)Happy Death Scenes, 50 
Ballou’s Select Sermons, 63/Skinner’s Prayer Book, 50 
do notes on the parables,50/Hours of Communion, 38 
do onthe Atonement, 46jSacred Flora, 38 
do Lectures, Gs Language of Gems, 38 
Law of Kindness, 
Streeters’ Hymns, (large and small.) 47 





MUSIC. 
E D, & G. G. NYE, are manufacturing Reed Instruments 
e of the purest tones. They have now on hand Seraphenes 
and Melodeons for the examination and test of those wishing 
to purchase, and claim no other recommend than their tones 
ay merit on the well attuned ear. 
ll Reed and Stringed instruments carefully tuned and re- 
paired on the most reasonable terms. 
North Montpelier, June 9th. 48 tf 


NIVERSALIST SA BB ATH SCHOOL 
DEPOSITOR Y.—The subscriber has just re- 
ceived his Sprine AssortmENT of JUVENILE BOOKS, 

His stock now comprises an assortment of over TWO 
THOUSAND ‘different kinds—all selected with great care as 
regards purity of sentiment, and durability of binding. 

Particular pains will always be taken to select books suited 
to the various capacities of the children. Societies purchasing 
a library, will have the privilege of returning such books as 
may not suit. Also, aLu the Instruetion Booxs used in the 
denomination—together with Record books—Class papers— 
Rewards—and every thing appertaining to the complete organ- 
ization of a Sabbath School. 

(> Constantly on hand, wholesale and retail, at the very 
lowest prices, At the UnrversaList Booxs published in the 
denomination, New books received as soon as published, 

April 1845, ; A. TOMPKINS, 

40 tf 38 CornnILL, Boston. 




















THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN 
AND CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


eaeeaeaannananer weet 
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING, CORNER OF 
MAIN AND BARRE STREETS, BY 


ELI BALLOU. f 
TeRrms.—To Mail and Office Subscribers, $1,50 per annum, 


payable in advance or within three months, invariably. No 


subscription received for less than one year. except the money 
be paid on subscribing. No paper discontinued untill all ar- 
rearag2s are paid, except at the discretion of the publisher. 
&> All Communications concerning the paper must be 
dressed to the Editor at Montpelier, Vt.,and those forw 
by Mail must be post paip. . 
[> Any person sending us six new subscribers and 9,00 
shall receive seven copies. Those who receive their paper by 
stage or by carriers will be expected to pay for 


. 


